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“Un rechazo y un abrazo: La Imagen de la Virgen de Guadalupe en el arte chicano”










by Katie Eklund

The Virgen of Guadalupe is a common religious icon found in the Mexican culture. It represents the syncretism that has taken place between the religions of the Catholic conquistadors and the indigenous populations. This essay looks at the reconstruction of this powerful cultural symbol as it appears in the Chicano art of Yolanda M. López and Alma López. The importance of the Virgin of Guadalupe can be seen as all aspects of popular Mexican and Chicano culture. She is mentioned in the essential poem “I am Joaquín” by Rodolfo Gonzales along with other literature and popular culture like movies and music. She is often portrayed as the ideal women, a role model for Chicanas. This unrealistic role model creates an unattainable goal for women. That is why the new images of the Virgin of Guadalupe created by these Chicana artists are such an important social commentary. They pair this cultural symbol with the issues of women’s struggle for power and lesbianism. (968 characters)

“Viva la cultura: The 21st Mexican and Chicano Revolution” by Megan Koops

The Mexican and Chicano Culture is especially rich and diverse, however plagued by their struggle to overcome the prejudice and stereotypes in the United States. If we are going to better understand this we need to improve our comprehension of their struggle. An excellent way to examine the struggle many Mexicans and Chicanos face is through the literature and how they express themselves in their work. I will be examining the different struggles that many Mexicans face and how it affects them personally as well as their culture. Their struggles and accomplishments are reflected in their work including Rodolfo “Gorky” González’s poem “I am Joaquín” and Sandra Cisneros’s The House of Mango Street which are examples I will be using in my essay. (751 characters)

“Reflects of a Society: Perez Galdós and Emilia Pardo Bazán’s visions of Spanish Society” by Tina Struyk

As a result of being a Spanish major I have had to read my fair array of literature.   The two literary movements that interest me the most are realism and naturalism.  Benito Galdos and Emilia Bazán represent these movements in Spain.   By reading their works the nineteenth century of Spain comes to life.  The nineteenth century of Spain is known for political instability, and major social transformation.  The bourgeois class was born and as a result of this birth many profound changes occurred in the social structure.  Through the elements of realism in the short novel Torquemada en la Hoguera (1889) by Benito Galdos and the elements of naturalism in the story "En Tranvía" (1890) by Emilia Bazán we can read about the styles, customs, activities, and sicknesses of the various social classes of the nineteenth century.  I would like to present the nineteenth century Spanish society by presenting these literary works and through the use of some media such as pictures.  I would like to discuss what changes occurred in the social structure and what affects these changes had on the society. (Characters: 910)

 “Gender and Archetypes in José Zorrilla’s Don Juan Tenorio” by Sarah Stahl.

There are three gender archetypes presented in José Zorrilla’s Don Juan Tenorio: the Don Juan, the obedient, angelic virgin and the Celestina or matchmaking hag. The archetype of the Don Juan is that of a man who reject the values of his patriarchal society by seducing and conquering as many females as possible. The archetypes of the two female characters in Don Juan Tenorio, Doña Inés and Brígida represent the dual nature of feminity as presented by western literature and society. Doña Inés is a personification of the ideal woman and the presence of her character perpetuates the beauty myth, which is the idea that women should only be valued for their beauty and their purity. The figure of Brigida, the ugly and conniving hag is the antithesis of that of Doña Inés, which send the message that woman who are smart and wily are to be fear and mistrusted. These three archetypes presented in this work reflect the ideas of masculinity and femininity of 19th Century Spanish Society. (Characters: 988).

 “Memorias de la isla”/ “Memories of an Island” by Betsy Barko

'Nostalgia' is one of the most important feelings that shines through in the cultural works of the Cubans who moved to United States in the last few decades. I analyze the diverse perspectives of this 'topic' in some poems, "testimonios" and movies related with the Cuban-Americans. Carolina Hospital expresses this feeling in her poem "Dear Tía" (1990), Manuel Fernández expresses this tension between the past and the present in her testimonio "El Tapiz" and we can also recognize it in different scenes of the movie "La Familia Perez" (1995). Nostalgia is a universal feeling, but the way in which Cubans Americans express it portrays their diversity as a group and culture. (Characters: 676)

